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I FBI's 

Hy M ai H‘ii IhiH'ktf 

Th<; iiinri- you ro;ul alHiul I In* 
FBI. iho iiioro you wondrr whul 
ha|i|)oiU’(l lo liio ^oml old days of 
Lava Soap sponsoring ilu* men 
doin^i UufM* «real lliiu^s in |H‘iuv 
and war on llio radio and .1 Ldp.ar 
Hoover wait tiinp heiii^idy tivei us, 
stuffing Ills liLiildo^ jowls wiili Ills 
favoriU? dislies oi i liili and lieaiis 
and lime pie 

No lioslali^ia lu llu‘ newspaper 
tins W(H*k 'riieit* W'as liisleiid the 
ainu/mq sIoi n . mil of Alahaiiia. lii.ii 
the FUl's siipreiiie jiaid iriformaiii 
in the Ku Klux Klun tiuriiij* Hie 'tkh 
is now susptH'ttHi of iHuiiji more 
partieipant than ohsiTver in stmie 
of the most heinous (Tinios of the 
civil rights era. 

There ujiptsirs to be hut one 
man in San Pram ism. Sam .Iordan, 
who has. officially, experienced 
FBI dirty tricks first hand The 
‘'officiar* IS Ihh ause of Hu< exis 
lence of memos from the San 
Francisco FBI office to .1 Kdgar 
Himself suggesting ways to sti.ifi 
Sam Jordan. Ttiese wt‘re det lassi 
fied a few years ago. Iiut notuulv m 
town paid ininli attention ilieo 
because the FBI still had its chMii 
Lava soap image and San Francisco 
is usually Iht* last place lo surren 
der nostalgia about anything, es|u^ 
dally the FBI 

Tile other night, out in Butch 
erlown at Ins plac*‘ t>f husiiit*ss. Sam 
Jordan was telling a friend Ins story 
of the FBI’s war on him m peace 
time Sam FraneiM o 

There was a party going on It 
was Jordan’s hirtliday and in his 
Third street tiai. Iiighhall glasses 
were going up and down like 
pistons ami there was liugging to 
music and prindllve Afrlean folk 
food ami veggies to lieat tlie liand 

Back ill lilt' ('uiiielot years of 
the early 'hOs, Sam Jordan was tlie 
first hla( k man to run for mayor of 
San Francisco 

For one thing, alt records of Ins 
1963 campaign (lisup|u.*ared nivsti^ 
riously that year Tlie melliod of 
the disappearance is not dissimilar 
to umpUfen reports of FBI • Idack 
t bag jol)s” to heist political diMii 
menls "I didn't ilniik mm*h of it at 
the lime," Jordan sairl of iiie 



1 im 



II . Inly 1 f. IV/rt 



Hinckle's Journal 




irfy Tricks' in S.F. 




SAM JORDAN 
He ran for mayor in '63 



Imrglary. ’’but hack then I didnT 
know tlu? FBI was out to get me ' 

Jordan is owed some paranoia 
Of tlie many pmiiids of FBI dirty 
I nek docuiiierils deelassified under 
fntMloiii of infortnulioii and civil 
Iiherli4*s lawsuits, his is tin* Only San 
Francisco name that lias surfaced 
as u piimury target of Hie FBI. 

•This is not to suggest Jordan 
was the only target, far from il. It is 
ju.st Hiul the FBI usually blacks out 
all the projUT names when it 
releases d(K:umen1s, creating con 
siderable guessing games as lo 
wliom what was done. Jordan, for 
some reason, was an exc(‘|>tiun. His 
name didn't get blacked out.) 

Lxcepl that — m the parlance 
of Hie limes — it w-as ‘ uppity" in 
P.16.3 for a lilat'k man lo run for 
mayor of San Francisco. Sam .Ior- 
dan is hardly the ultra mildaiil typt> 
of Hu* FBI's political liil lists. ’’Wliy. 
Sam’s conservative as hell,’ a 
fruMul siiid, trying lo figure out 
wliy the FBI would do Idiu dirt 
Indeed, if anylliiiig Jordan’s 1963 
independent mayoral eumpaigu 
was a kind of precursor to Jarvis- 
(iaim - mil i professional potilu ian. 
and hitavy on self lu‘lp and husi 
nessoriented conimuniiy common 
.seiist* 

The most coiitrnviTsial thing 



Sam Jordan had done before run- 
ning for mayor was to sing the .Star- 
Spangled Banner in the center of 
Hu* ring each time befon* In; heat 
Hie diekeris out of an op|K)iient. He 
was Hie P.146 Cjolden CJIov(*s liglii 
heavyweight champion here and 
heeume a popular husincssmun and 
eoinmuiiily leader in Hunters 
Point 

Jordan’s .sin against the poiiti 
4 .d lluMtlogy being eiifon cd .Sava- 
norola like by the FBI was appar- 
(Mdly'to number among his cam- 
paign workers volunteers from the 
.Socialisi Workers parly, the small 
Trotskyist group that is stilt looking 
1 for ghosts under Stalin's seminary 
'bed and con.siders the Communist 
party a bunch of conservative old 
fuddy-duddies with their heads 
buried in the sands of Russia. While 
the Trots actually adore electoral 
politics, the FBI in its wisdom 
<’onsidered them menai e enough 
Hiat It hired over 1300 infonviers lo 
infiltrate and disrupt the barely 
2h00inemher organization during 
tlu‘ past three decades. The FBI’s 
political burglaries and dirly tricks 
against the SoclalLsI Workers in the 
liun'au’s notorious t’OINTKIJ’HO 
|)laii are the ha.sis for a $40 million 
StM lalisl Workers lawsuit in New 
York, widt h currently is not going 
tiK) well for the governmciu 



Buried in the hundreds of 
pounds of FBI documents declassi- 
fied us a result of the Socialisi 
Workitrs lawsuit are memos from 
the San Francisco FBI field office 
ri*<|ue.siing Washington for permis- 
sion (granted) to disrupt Jordan's 
I9<U mayoral campaign. These doc 
iirnehts surfaced lo little notice in 
Hu* left press in 1970 and were 
suhstjiiuenlly reprinletl in a Social 
ist Workers parly book on the FBI’s 



COINTKLFRO campaign 
ins and Blue Meanie-ty|i 
lion of the civil rights r 
and left political groups, 
example is instructive of | 
Reichstag-type plotting in 

. The FBI engaged in 
able paper work at t 
expense lo get the dire! 
proval to mail a poison pel 
Jordan that the .San Fran 
felt would huv(* "definite < 
potential" of the black m 
paign. 

The bright idea was 
anonynous longshorem^ 
warn Jordan about the Cc 
his midst in a way that w 
his campaign into a i 
battleground. Hoover a^ 
'have given this cons 
thought. After several me 
and forth debating whatj 
longshoreman would be| 
misspell, he approved 
Jordan letter with this laij 
instruction; ^ j 

"The letter should be 1 
ten on a cheap grade i 
paper and contain Ihel 
errors set out in the samI 
... It should he mailed | 
care of his place of busine 

"Take the usual prec^ 
prevent the iireparation 
letter and the subsequen! 
of It from being associatecj 
Bureau. Advise the Bure 
the letter has lieen mailedi 
he alert for any tangible 
the instructions continue<i| 

The FBI letter did ho 
desired effect. Jordan ihr 
with the empty liquor hot 
bur. He came in fourth in 
eight mayoral candidates * 
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i S sin against the politi 
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by ihe FBI was appar 
umber among his cam* 
u?rs volunleers from Hie 
^J^kers fjarly, ihe .small 
group that is still looking 
under Stalin's seminary 
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nch of conservative old 
lies with their heads 
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»e FBI in its wisdom 
Ihem menace enough 
d over 1300 luiormers to 
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Socialist Workers in Hie 
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>e basis for a $4(1 niitliun 
workers lawstiil in New 
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t the government. 



in the hundreds of 
I'Ul documents deelassi 
result of the Socialist 
• wsuit are iiieiiios froiii 
uncisco FBI field office 
Washington for perinis 
ed) to disrupt Jordan's 
ul campaign. Tliese diK:* 
•faced to lillle notUe in 
ivaa 111 hl7r) and witc 
ly repriiued in a Social 
parly book on the FBI's 



COINTELPRO campaign of break 
ins ami Blue Meaiiiety|K- di.sru|i- 
tiun of Ihc civil nghls movenient 
and left puhticul groups. Jordan's 
example is insiruclive of the FBI's 
Reichstag-type plotting in the HOs 

The FBI engaged in consider- 
able paper work at taxpayers’ 
expense to gel the director's ap- 
proval to mail a poison pen letter to 
Jordan that Hie San Francisco FBI 
fell would have ‘deriiiilo disruptive 
potential" of the black man's cum 
paign. 

The bright idea was that an 
anonyimus longshoreman would 
warn Jordan about the Commies in 
his midst in a way that would turn 
his campaign into a hlackTrot 
hutlleground. Hoover appears to 
have given this considerable 
thought. After several iiieiiios back 
and forth debating what words a 
longshoreman would he likely lo 
misspell, he approved the Sam 
Jordan h?ller wiUi Ihis laii Fleming 
instruct lull: 

"The letter should he handwrit- 
ten on a cheap grade of I ablet 
paper and roiitain the spelling 
errors si'i out tii Uu‘ sample U‘iler 

It should he iiiailtHl lo him in 
care of Ins plan? of husiness." 

‘Tukt‘ Ihe usual precaul ions to 
prevent Ihe pn?paralioii of ilit* 
teller and lh«* suh.set|ueni mailing 
of It from being H.s.soctal(Hl wilh Ihe 
Bureau Advise Ihe Bureau when 
the letter has lieeii mailed and then 
he alert for any langihle results." 
the instructions continued. 

The FBI leller did hoi have its 
desired effect Jortlan I brew li out 
with Ihe <»mplv h(|iior Inmies in lies 
bar. H(* caiiic in loiirih in a field of 
eighi mayoral candidates wilh .1000 
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• Autlicrity la rmintocl for you to proparo aad thoa 

oaoiiTaously ;ull t2ia lc*j;;cr*cot orat la r(^ct to Can Jordan 
lo ruiuiir.*r for tSocJfloa of *^*or of Xsa Praaalaoo aa oa 
ladopOBdooC oaaiiidata» j ^ *• 

t:io lottor ol?ottl<l bo boiiC^ittca oa o oSonp grzilm 
‘of tablet ccU oautaln tbo lipolllus cjtovo oot out la 

tbo oaonio Icutor ooclczou cltli veXot. it cltould ba nallod 

to bia la cuLo of bio pXaoo of bualooaa. | 

Vaha tho ttaiul prooautloca to provont tbo prop&ratioa 
of tbo lotlci’ ouU tbo mu:i;o^uoat uaillra of it ^voa bol^ * 
fiosooiatod wltb tbo Ourciu. acvlco tlio Corocm irbon taolottor 
baa bcoa oailod and tbea bo alort for any tousiblo vooulta. 

2SGS* 

• • Iho oiionrnoiir lottor lo ootonolblr f roa a locoaborrsoo 

ate mnto to voto fer boaitisa of Joi*:>ji*a otror’i oconu 

for Uooro ri'tbto but tbo orltnr lo coaeornod booauoo of all tbo 

* bnora Uoolol (.'orbors Port? (C'fP) no:;b9ra ymo oro ruraipj Jordoa'a 
f/ Oazipalsa. Ibo lottor indleatoa. unlosa Jori:aa cotn rid of tbo 

Etaabora nany pooplo obo don't uent to.te brenood co a "rv.a- oiil 
out ou'.port JenJon. Tbo irrltor of tbo lottor ^adtcctoo tborolo. bi 



I Aobor Haror, a calm opoboosaa for Jortbui, osd 12 tbo orltcr 
idoctlfloU bi^aolf, Caror oould ssao tbicifi touib xor tbo rritor 



oa tbo tmtorfz«nt. 



Tte ^^tpr b na dofli^t o dlic^tlao potdbtial. 



FBI's J. Edgar Hoover's instructions on the letter to Sam Jordan, 
reprinted from "COINTELPRO — the FBI's Secret War on 
Political Freedom/' published by Vintage Books 



plus voles. Jack Shelley caught the 
golden ring that year. 

There were other dirty tricks. 
During the campaign. Jordan found 
himself hassled by the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control |H?o|»le. who said 
they were receiving phone calls 
from black women complaining 
ihal he was serving minors. Then 
.some friends in Ihe military told 
him Hie word was out that his Third 
sinwl bar was off-limits, which. 
Junlaii says, it wasn't. Then, one 
iiiglii, Jordan's campaign records 
disa|»|)eared 

*’l still can't see where the FBI 
considered me any sort of a politi- 
cal llireai." Jordan said. "If you ask 
im*. doing all that lo me was racist, 
|uii‘e and simple/’ 

According lo COINTELPRO 
dociiiiienls relea.scd thus far, the 
S;iii Francisi'o FBI office during the 
ik)s was hardly an enclave of pro 



NAACP sentiment. Many of its 
written opinions would fit into an 
Earl Bulz monologue. “The two 
things foremost in the militant 
Negro's mind are sex and money," 
San Francisco advised Washington 
in 1968. "The first Isex) is often 
promi.scuous and freely shared.^ 
While moral standards do not apply 
among this ly|>e of Negro." 

★ ★ ★ 

“I wouldn't run for dogcatcher 
now I've had it wilh rmlitics." Sam 
Jordan was saying on his birthday 
night 

He’s tending to his catering 
business and his Hunters Point bar, 
but can’t quite yet forgive and 
forget about the FBI. 

He was delighted when an FBI 
huff at Hie parly told him that the 
Bird Man of Alcatraz once sold J. 
Edgar Hoover a sparrow dyed 
yc'llnw and told him il was a canary. 
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